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P, 491. Those very endowments, before described as necessary to the philosophick mind, are often the ruin of it, especially when joined to the external advantages of strength, beauty, nobility, and wealth, when they light in a bad soil, and do not meet with their proper nurture, which an excellent education only can bestow.
Extraordinary virtues and extraordinary vices are equally the produce of a vigorous mind : little souls are alike incapable of one or of the other.
The corruption of young minds is falsely attributed to the sophists, who style themselves philosophers : it is the publick example which depraves them; the assemblies of the people, the courts of justice, the camp, and the theatres, inspire them with false opinions, elevate them with false applause, and fright them with false infamy. The sophists do no more than confirm the opinions of the publick, and teach how to humour its passions and to flatter its vanities.
P. 495. As few great geniuses have strength to resist the general contagion, but leave philosophy abandoned and forlorn, though it is their own peculiar pro-
NOTES.
P. 489. '0 TOVTO KOfjL-fievcrafAevQs.] i.e. Simoiiides: who, when his wife asked him, Itorepov yevGcrGcu tcpGLrrov, 7r\ou(ri.ov, 77 ao<pov; answered, UXovacov rovs yap cro^ous bpav GTTL rats rwv TrXoiicnuv 0upcus dLarpipovTCLs. Aristot. Klietor, L. 2. p. 9'2.
400. Ayyot. udwos.]   Vid. Sympos. p, 206.
493.   H Ato/^oecu.]    Vid. Erasmi Adagia,
494.   ECW ris r)pcfj,a.~l   Tlie t\vo conversations with Alcibiad.es are an example of this.
495.   E/c Twi/ rex^wj'.]   This seems to bo aimed at Protagoras, who was an ordinary countryman and a woodcutter.